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The Vision for a Water Sensitive Gold 

Coast



GOLD COAST WATER 

STRATEGY

• Collaborated with CRC WSC and 

72+ stakeholders to develop a 

water sensitive city vision

• Developed Water Strategy as City’s 

response

2019-2024





OUR HEALTHY WATERS

• ACTION 1.1 Develop and 

implement an integrated 

catchment management 

monitoring, planning and 

prioritisation framework

Our environment, prosperity and unique Gold Coast 

lifestyle are dependent upon our healthy and 

connected water environments. From the hinterland to 

the ocean, healthy water environments support 

thriving habitats for native species, recreation and 

shading and carry out vital floodplain functions. 



What does transition look like?



MONITORING AND EVALUATION 

WATER ENVIRONMENT 

MONITORING PROGRAM (WEMP)

• Sentinel Water Quality Monitoring

• Sentinel Macroinvertebrate 

Monitoring

• City Flows Monitoring

• Catchment Health Assessment and 

Diagnostics (each catchment every 5 

years)

• Reforming monitoring program 

design



DATA MANAGEMENT 

• Consolidated and cleansed and 

quality coded 30+ years of historical 

data

• Metadata and quality code 

guidelines developed and applied

• Partnered with SRA to build 

Environmental Data Management 

System (EDMS)



ENVIROSYS



CATCHMENT PLANNING 

• WEMP (CHAD, every 5 years) →

Catchment Plan

• System understanding – catchment 

health, pressures, threats, values

• Storymap - interactive display of 

catchment health and associated 

management actions



PRIORITISATION

• Using WEMP (CHAD) outputs

• Based on pressures, threats and 
values 

• Qualitative and quantitative data

• Spatially prioritises catchment zones 
to protect and restore

• Inform either catchment/ sub-
catchment scale modelling and/ or 
MCDA to identify individual projects/ 
treatments 



CATCHMENT ACTION 

PLANS 

• Identified prioritised list of actions 

(projects and management actions)



PROJECT DELIVERY





REPORTING AND COMMUNICATION

Catchment health reporting

Catchment plans and action plans

State of Environment reporting

Project Reporting



In the pipeline…



WEMP 
EDMS
CATCHMENT PLANS
CATCHMENT REPORTING

PRIORITISATION
CATCHMENT 
MODELLING

CATCHMENT ACTION 
PLANS: 
PROJECTS
M’GMT ACTIONS



Our 
Healthy 
Waters

Planning for 
our 

Catchments 

Take action 
for our 

Catchments

Monitor our 
Catchments

Report on 
our 

Catchments

Plan

Do

Check

Act




